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THE HISTORY OF THE 


CAP. II. 

DA hoS Je xc pjxecca geo luptba;phce pong.' ic 
pceal nu heopent>e pingan. *3 mit) yyi ungepa?)um 
pop/oum jeperran Jeah ic geo hpilum gecophce 
p untie, ac xc nu pepentie q gipcien?>e op gepa?)pa 
pop?)a mippo. me ablentian Jap ungerpe-opan pojuilt* 
pselba q me Ja popleran ppa b'inone on Ji y "oimme 
hoi. Da bepeapotion telcepe luptbtepneppe pa. <Sa ic 
him seyy le betpt: ‘cpupo'De, ' 15 a pention hi me heopa 
bsec tro ant) me mi?) ealle ppomgeprcan. To phon 
rceolt>an la mine ppuen'D peggan Jaet ic gepaslig mon 
pspe. hu mseg pe beon gepslig pe 15 e on Sam ge- 
paeljum Suphpuman ne mot:* 

CAP. III. 

DA ic Ja Sip leoj. cpasS Boetiup. geompient>e 
apungen hsepte. Sa com Saep gan in to me heopen- 
cunt) piptom. *3 p min mupnente C0ot> nut) hip pop- 
turn gegpette. q Jup cyxp. jKi ne eapt pa pe mon 
be on minpe pcole paspe apet) *3 gelaepet). Ac hponon 
pupt)e Ju mit) Jippum popult) popgum pay yyipe gep- 
pencet). buton ic pat p |)u hseppt Sapa paepna to 

Of the following verfion of the gofpels the age is not 
certainly known, but it was probably written between 
the time of Alfred and that of the Norman conqueft, 
and therefore may properly be inferted here. 

Tranflations feldom afford juft fpecimens of a lan- 
guage, and leaft of all thofe in which a fcrupulous and 
verbal interpretation is endeavoured, becaufe they retain 
the phraleology and ftrufture of the original tongue ; 

LUCiE Cap. I. 

Tp O R D A CD pe pitotlice manega J)ohton pajia 
Jinga pace ge en'oebyptan pe on up gepyllete 
pynt. 

2 Spa up betashtun pa Se hit op ppymSe gepapon. 
ant) Jaepe pppaece Jenap pasp on. 

3 COe gej?uhte [op-pyhgte ppom ppuma] geopn- 
lice eallum. [miSj entebyptneppe ppitan Se. j)u Se 
pelupta Theophilup. 

4 Dset J)u oncnape Japa popta poSpjeptneppe. op 
pam Se j)u gelaspe?) eapt:* 

5 On £epo hep tagum Iutea cynmcgep. pasp pum 
pacept) on naman Zachapiap. op Abian tune. -3 hip 
pip pasp op Aapone-p tohtpum. ant) hype nama paep 
Glizabeth:- 

6 SoSlice hig paepon butu pihtpipe bepopan 
Dote, gangente on eallum hip bebotum q pihtpip- 
neppum butan ppohte:* 

7 Ant) hig nsptxm nan beapn. pop])am Se Ghza- 
beth paep unbepente. q hy on hypa tagum butu 
popS-eotun:* 

, 8 SoSlice psep gepopten J)a Zachapiap hyp pacept)- 
hatep bpeac on hip geppixlep entebyptneppe bepo- 
pan Dote. 

9 M ptep gepunan Jaep pacepthatep hlotep. he 
eote -p he hip opppunge pette. Sa he on Dotep 
tempel eote. 

10 Gall pepot Jaep polcep pasp ute gebittente on 
Jaspe opppunge Oman:- 

1 x Da zetypte him Dpihtnep engel ptantente on 
Jaep peopotep ppiSpan healpe. 

1 2 Da peapt Zachapiap getpepet p gepeonte. q 
him ege onhpeap:- 

1 3 Da cpaeS pe engel him to. Ne ontpaet j)u Se 
Zachapiap. popj)am fin ben ip gehypet. q fin pip 
Glizabeth fe punu cenS. ant fu nempt hyp naman 
Iohannep. 

14. q he byS f e to gepean q to blippe. q manega 
on hyp acennetneppe gepagmaS:- 

x 5 SoSlice he byS m^pe bepopan Dpihtne-. ant 
he ne tpincS pin ne beop q he bro gepyllet on hali- 
gum Dapte. Jonne gyt op hip motop innoSe. 

16 Ant manega Ippahela beapna he gecypS to 
Dpihtne hypa Dote. 

17 Ant he gaelS topopan him on gapte q Ghap 
mihte-. p he pastepa heoptan to hypa beajinum ge- 
cyppe. q ungeleappulle to pihtpippa gleappcype. 
Dpihtne pulppemet pole gegeappian:* 


hpafe popgiten Se ic fe asp pealte. Da clipote pe 
piptom q cptf Depitaf nu apipgete popuit popga 
op minep f egenep COote. popf am ge pint fa pneptan 
pceafan. LttaJ hine ept hpeoppan to minum lapum. 
Da eote pe piptom neap, epaej Boetiup. minum 
hpeoppientan gefohte. q hit ppa mopolil hps;t 
hpega upapfppte. atpigte fa minenep CQotep eagan. 
ant hit ppan blifum poptum. hpaejep hit oneneope 
hip poptepmotop. mit Sam fe Sa p COot pif be- 
pente. Sa gecneop hit ppife ppeote'e hip agne 
motop. p pftp pe piptom fe hit Jange sep tyte q 
laspte. ac hit ongeat hip Jape ppife totopenne q 
ppife tobpocenne mit typigpa hontum. q hine fa 
ppan hu p gepupte. Da antppypte pe piptom him q 
pite. p hip gingpan heepton hine ppa totopenne. 
paeji fasp hi teohhoton p hi hine eallne habban pceol- 
ton. ac hi gegatepiaS monipealt typig on ftpe 
poptpupunga. q on fam gdpe butan h^opa hpelc 
ept to hype bote gecippe:* 

This may perhaps be confidered as a fpecimen of the 
Saxon in its higheft ltate of purity, for here are fcarcely 
any words borrov/ed from the Roman dialecfts. 

yet they have often this convenience, that the fame 
book, being tranflated in different ages, affords oppor- 
tunity of marking the gradations of change, and bring- 
ing one age into comparifon with another. For this 
purpofe I have placed the Saxon verfion and that of 
Wickliffe , written about the year 1380, in oppofite co- 
lumns ; becaufe the convenience of eafy collation feems 
greater than that of regular chronology. 

L U K, C h a p. I. 


T N the dayes of Eroude kyng of Judee ther was a 

preft Zacarye by name : of the fort of Abia, and his 
wyf was of the doughtris of Aaron : and hir name 
was Elizabeth. 

2 An bothe weren jufte bifore God: goynge in alle 
the maundementis and juftifyingis of the Lord with- 
outen playnt. 

3 And thei hadden no child, for Elizabeth was 
bareyn and bothe weren of greet age in her dayes. 

4 And it bifel that whanne Zacarye fchould do the 
office of prefthod in the ordir of his courfe to fore 
God. 

5 Aftir the cuftom of the prefthod, he wente forth 
by lot and entride into the temple to encenfen. 

6 And at the multitude of the puple was without 
forth and preyede in the our of encenfying. 

7 And an aungel of the Lord apperide to him : and 
ftood on the right half of the auter of encenfe. 

8 And Zacarye feynge was afrayed : and drede fel 
upon him. 

9 And the aungel fayde to him, Zacarye drede thou 
not : for thy preier is herd, and Elizabeth thi wif fchal 
bere to thee a fone : and his name fchal be clepid Jon. 

10 And joye and gladyng fchal be to thee : and 
manye fchulen have joye in his natyvyte. 

1 1 For he fchal be great bifore the Lord : and he 
fchal not drinke wyn ne fydyr, and he fchal be fulfild 
with the holy goft yit of his modir wombe. 

12 And he fchal convene rnanye of the children of 
Ifrael to her Lord God. 

1 3 And he ichal go bifore in the fpiryte and vertu of 
Helye : and he fchal turne the hertis of the fadris to the 
lonis, and men out of beleeve : to the prudence of juft 
men, to make redy a perfyt puple to the Lord. 


18 Da 




ENGLISH 

X 8 Da cp^S Zachapiap ro Jam engele. 
ic j n y. ic eom nu ealo. an?) min pip on hype ?)ag 

Ta^yyano^e him ye engel. Ic eom Dabpiek 
, c ll r ?a„i %un Go*, ano * eom aj-eno pS 
pe pppecan. q pe piy botuan. 


20 An?) nu Ju bipr pupigentie. q KlTF^an ne 

milvc oS Jone beoS on hypa 

j:a minum popgum nc jciyp ) y 

Zachajuam 5e-anbi»i 5 enOe. ant) 
panojvooon f be on fan temple lsr vxp 

- hi ; oneneopon p he on Jam temple pume gepihcSe 
gepeah. q he y^f bicmente hym. q t)umb Juph- 

FU 2? Da yxy gepopten Ja hip Jenunga tagap gepyl- 

lete pasnon. he pep?)e to hip hupe. 

2 4^ SoSlice asptep tagum Glizabeth hip pip je- 
eacnote. an?) heo beTMgluDe hig pip mon Jap. q cp^* 

~ 2 - SoSlice me Dpihten ge'oytie Jup. on Jam 
ttagum Je he gepeah minne hopp betpux mannum 

^Ib^SoShce on Jam pyxtan monSe yasy apent Da- 
bpiel pe engel ppam Dpihtne on Dalilea ceapepe. 

bene nama paep Nazapeth. 

27 To bepe?)?)U?)pe paemnan anum pepe. J^p 
nama Ja?p lopep. op Dauitep hupe. q Jtpe psmnan 
nama ysey COapia:* 

2 8 Da cpaeS pe engel mgangente. ^al pep Ju mi?) 
gype gepylle?). Dpihten mi?) Je. Su eapt gebletpu?) 

on pip 11 mi' 

29 pa peapS heo on hip pppaece getpepet). an?) 
Johte hpaet peo gpeting pa?pe:- 

30 Da cpaeS pe engel. Ne on?)pae?) Ju Se COapia. 
poShce Ju gype mi?) Do?)e gemettept. 

31 SoSlice nu. Ju on inno?)e ge-eacnapt. ant) punu 
cenpt. an?> hip naman paelent) genemnept. 

32 SebiS msepe. q Jaep hehptan punu genemnet). 
an?) him pylS Dpihten Do?) hip yse'oep Daui?>ep petl. 

-4 

3 3 An?) he picpaS on ecneppe on Iacobep hupe. q 
hip picep en?)e ne biS: 

34 Da epaeS COapia to Jam engle. hu gepypS Jip. 
popjam ic pepe ne oncnape:- 

35 Da ant>ppapo?)e hype pe engel. Se halga Dapt 
on Je becymS. q Jaep heahptan miht Je opep- 
pceatiaS. an?) popjam p halige Je op Je acenne?) biS. 
biS Do?)ep punu genemnet), 

36 An?) nu. Glizabeth Jin mage punu on hype yl?)e 
geacnote. an?) Jep monaS ip hype pyxta. peo ip un- 
bepen?)e genemnet). 

37 Fopjam nip ajc pop?) mi?) Do?)eunmihtelic:- 

38 Da cpaeS COapia. £ep ip Dpihtnep Jinen. ge- 
pupSe me aeptep Jinum popte:- An?) pe engel hype 

m-gepata 

3 SoSlice on Jam ?)agum apap COapia q pep?)e on 
iitlan?) mi?) oppte. on Iutieipcpe ceaptpe. 

40 q eo?)e into Zachapiap hupe. q gpette Gliza- 
eth:- 

4 1 Da pasp gepopt)en Ja Glizabeth gehyp?)e COa- 
pian gpetmge. Sa gepagnute p cilt) on hype innoSe. 
an?) Ja peapS Glizabeth haligum Dapte gepyllet). 

42 q heo clypo?)e mycelpe ptep ne. an?) cpaeS. Du 
eapt betpux pipum gebletpu?). ant) gebletpu?) ip 
Jinep innoSep paeptm. 

43 q hpanun ip me Jip. p minep Dpihtnep mo?)op 
to me cume:- 

44 Sona ppa Jinpe gpetmge ptepn on minum 
eapum gepop?)en ysey. Ja pahnu?>e [m glae?>mre] mm 
cilt on minum innoje. 

45 An?) ea?)ig Ju eapt Ju Je gelyp?)ept. p pulp- 
E|^ etie fy nr J a J in 5 Je Je ppam Dpihtne gepae?)e 

46 Da cp^S COapia. COm papel masppaS Dpihten. 


language. 

. . And Zacarye feyde to the aungel : wherof Ichal 

Y wyte this ? for Y am old : and my wyf hath gon hi 

U1 15 And the aungel anfwerde and feyde to ffim, for 

Y am Gabriel that ftonde nygh bifore God, and Y am 
fent t o thee to fpeke and to evangelife to thee theie 

thingis, and lo thou fchalt be doumbe. . 

16 And thou fchalt not mowe fpeke, til into the 

day in which theie thingis fchulen be don. for thou 

haft not beleved to my wordis, whiche fchulen be lul 

in her tyme. 3 , - 

17 And the puple was abiaynge Zacarye : and thei 

wondriden that he taryede in the temple. 

18 And he gede out and rnyghte not fpeke to hern t 
and thei knewen that he hadde feyn a vifioun in the 
temple, and he bekenide to hem : and he dwellide ftille 

19 And it was don whanne the dayes of his office 

weren fulfillid : he wente into his hous. 

20 And aftir thefe dayes Elizabeth his wif confeyvede 

and hidde hir fyve monethis and feyde. 

2 1 For fo the Lord dide to me in the dayes in whiche 

he biheld to take awey my reprof among men. 




22 But in the fixte monethe the aungel Gabriel was 
fent from God : into a cytee of Galilee whos name was 
Nazareth. 

23 To a maydun weddid to a man : whos name was 
Jofeph of the hous of Dauith, and the name of the 
maydun was Marye. 

24 And the aungel entride to hir, and fayde, heil 
ful of grace the Lord be with thee : bleffid be thou 
among wymmen. 

25 And whanne fche hadde herd : fche was troublid 
in his word, and thoughte what manner falutacioun 
this was. 

26 And the aungel feid to hir, ne drede not thou 
Marye : for thou haft founden grace anentis God. 

27 Lo thou fchalt confeyve in wombe, and fchalt 
bere a fone : and thou fchalt clepe his name Jhefus. 

28 This ffiall be gret : and he fchal be clepid the 
fone of highefte, and the Lord God fchal geve to him 
the feete of Dauith his fadir. 

29 And he fchal regne in the hous of Jacob withouten 
ende, and of his rewme fchal be noon ende. 

30 And Marye feyde to the aungel, on what maner 
fchal this thing be don ? for Y knowe not man. 

3 1 And the aungel anfwerde and feyde to hir, the 
holy Goft fchal come fro above into thee : and the vertu 
of the highefte fchal ouer fchadowe thee : and therfore 
that holy thing that fchal be borun of thee : fchal be 
clepide the fone of God. 

32 And to Elizabeth thi cofyn, and fche alfo hath 
confeyved a fone in hir eelde, and this monethe is the 
fixte to hir that is clepid bareyn. 

33 For every word fchal not be impofiyble anentis 
God. 

34 And Marye feide to the hond maydun of the 
Lord : be it doon to me aftir thi word j and the aungel 
departide fro hir. 

35 And Marye roos up in tho dayes and wente with 
hafte into the mountaynes into a citee of Judee. 

36 And fche entride into the hous of Zacarye and 
grette Elizabeth. 

37 And it was don as Elizabeth herde the falutaciou-n 
of Marye the young childe in hir wombe gladide, and 
Elizabeth was fulfild with the holy Goft. 

38 And cryede with a gret voice and feyde, bleffid 

be thou among wymmen and bleffid be the fruyt of thy 
wombe. 1 

39 And wherof is this thing to me, that the modir 
of my Lord come to me ? 

40 For lo as the vois of thi falutacioun was maad in 

myn eeris : the yong child gladide in joye in my 
wombe. 1 

4 1 And bleffid be thou that haft beleeved : for thilke 

thingis that ben feid of the Lord to thee fchulen be 
parlytly don. 

Lord And Marye 1 * eyde ’ my foul ma g n ifieth the 
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